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Course Syllabus  Math 13–213  Reg ID#63460    Intermediate Algebra   Spring 2012

Instructor:  Yvette Butterworth




Instructor Office:  Adjunct Offices R3-212 (?)
Instructor Contact Information





Hours:  Mon., Tue & Wed 11:30am –12pm
Phone:  (408) 888-6160






Tuesday 12pm–1pm

Email:  profbutterw@yahoo.com  





By Appointment

Website:  http://www.profbutterworth.com

Skype: profbutterworth

Class Details:

Days:  Monday–Thursday

Time:  1:45pm – 2:50pm

Building and Room:  AF 231
Course Information

Prerequisite:  Math 011A or Math 011R or Math 011S w/ C or better or placement based on assessment
Advisory Level:  Read: 3; Write: 3; Math: none
Course Description:  This course continues the Algebra sequence and is equivalent to the second year of the college preparatory algebra. It is required of students planning to transfer to CSU or UC systems. Intermediate Algebra reviews the first course in algebra and explores more deeply the real number system, properties of algebraic systems, absolute value in equations and inequalities, complex numbers, simultaneous solutions of sets of equations, properties of rational exponents and logarithms, roots and radicals, functions, and inverse functions, sequences and series. Content will include determinants, Cramer's rule, and may include conic sections and sequences and series as time permits.
Course Content: Ch.1, Algebra, Mathematical Models, and Problem Solving; Ch.2, Functions and Linear Functions; Ch.3, Systems of Linear Equations; Ch.4, Inequalities and Problem Solving; Ch.5, Polynomials, Polynomial Functions, and Factoring; Ch.6, Rational Expressions, Functions and Equations; Ch.7, Radicals, Radical Functions, and Rational Exponents; Ch. 8, Quadratic Equations and Functions; Ch. 9 Exponential and Logarithmic Functions.
Learning Outcomes:  1. Write an equation of a line by using point-slope, slope-intercept and standard forms and graph such equations.  2. Demonstrate the function concept and identify the domain and range using different representations, such as algebraic symbolic, graphic, an input/output rule and numerical table.  3. Determine whether a function is or is not one-to-one and, if it is, find its inverse both algebraically and graphically.  4. Find formulas for the composition and algebraic combination of two or more functions.  5. Find real and complex solutions for quadratic equations by extracting square roots, completing the square and the quadratic formula.  6. Graph any quadratic function by finding its vertex and axis of symmetry.  7. Solve linear absolute value equations and inequalities, and graph their solutions on a number line.  8. Evaluate and simplify expressions containing integer and rational exponents. Add, subtract, multiply, divide, and evaluate radical expressions.  9. Solve radical equations and equations with rational exponents algebraically.  10. Graph simple exponential and logarithmic functions, and solve simple exponential and logarithmic equations.  11. Read, model and solve application problems using linear, quadratic, and simple exponential equations.  12. Categorize and distinguish the particular and special characteristics of linear, quadratic, absolute value, exponential, and logarithmic functions.  13. Answer an applied problem using a complete, grammatically correct sentence.  14. Solve a system of linear equations by using substitution, elimination, and graphing methods.  For Optional Topics:  15. Recognize equations of circles, ellipses and hyperbolas and graph them using their centers and symmetries.  16. Identify arithmetic and geometric sequences and series. Find the general term of a sequence and the sum of a finite series.
Academic Honesty Policy: All of the following are violations of the Academic Honesty Policy of Evergreen Valley College.  As part of the academic honor code, you are expected to not only not engage in such activities, but to discourage others from doing so as well.  If you let someone copy your work, then your assignment will be treated the same as that of the copier.  Academic Honesty is violated by any of the following:

•
copying, in part or in whole, from another student’s test, quiz, etc.,

•
submitting work previously presented or to be presented in another course,

•
submitting work that is not your own for credit in a course,

•
using or consulting during an examination sources or materials not authorized by the instructor,

•
altering or interfering with grading or grading instructions,

•
resubmitting an altered, graded exam or assignment for additional credit,

•
taking an exam for another student or having another student take an exam for you,

•
plagiarizing–copying sentences, phrases, or passages from sources without proper citation.

Academic dishonesty may result in disciplinary action and may lead to suspension or dismissal.  If you are unsure whether a particular activity is a violation check with your instructors, and don’t let others get away with cheating you by allowing them to cheat on their course work.  Report suspected violations to your instructors.  Cheating is serious business and should be tolerated by neither students nor faculty.  

Student Grievances:  Please refer to the grievance policy in the college catalog if you have any questions.
Student Special Services:  Students requiring special services or arrangements because of hearing, visual, or other disabilities should contact their instructor, counselor, advisor, or Disabled Student Services Office by the end of their first week of instruction.  I encourage all students with special needs to contact me after the first class meeting to arrange for any classroom assistance.

Required Text and Materials
· Intermediate Algebra, Robert Blitzer, 5th Edition (Hardbound or Softbound)
· Access to Course Compass/My Math Lab (Course ID #butterworth03721; http://www.coursecompass.com)
· Pencils & Pens (Red, Black & Blue)

· Paper – lined and graph (for notes, graphing and homework) 
· Ruler
· Simple Scientific Calculator (not for the 1st portion of class)

Suggested Materials and Resources
· 3 ring binder (at least 1.5 inch)

· 5 tabbed dividers

· Print outs of notes to accompany text (http://profbutterworth.com Evergreen tab, Intermediate Algebra)

Attendance
Attendance is very important.  You are expected to attend every class meeting.  Class sessions will cover material from your book, but may also give a different perspective on the material in your book.  Your attendance will be graded by homework and quizzes.  A student who stops attending is not automatically dropped from class, although I reserve the right to drop a student who misses 5 class meetings If you no longer wish to be enrolled in the course, call STAReg 408-223-0300 or go tohttp://www.evc.edu and click on MyWeb to drop the class.  The last day to drop and receive a refund of fees is Fri., 2/10.  The last day to add is Sun., 2/12.  The NRS drop deadline is Fri., 2/24.  The last day to drop with a “W” is Thurs., 4/26.

Additional Support
You may find that you need additional help outside of class. I strongly urge every student to begin getting extra support from the beginning. Some additional resources include: 

Math and Science Resource Center (MSRC) 

Location:  AD-141 

Phone:  (408)274-7900, x6883

Web: http://www.evc.edu/mse/math center.htm.


Hours:
Monday-Thursday 9:00am – 6:00pm


Friday 9:00am – 1:00pm

Campus Tutoring Center
Subjects tutored include Accounting, English, ESL, History, Music, Economics, Psychology, Spanish, and Vietnamese. Small group workshops in reading, listening & speaking are also offered every semester. 

Location:  LE-200 

Phone:  (408) 274-7900 x6802

Web:   http://www.evc.edu/tutoring_center

Hours:
Monday-Thursday 9:00am –6:00pm


Friday 9:00am–1:00 pm

.

How My Course is Set Up

My Math Lab/Course Compass:  You will be assigned homework and potentially quizzes through the My Math Lab website. We will discuss this and I will show you how it works during the first week of class. You will need to buy access directly from http://www.coursecompass.com or by buying an access code with your book. The access number that you will need is:  butterworth03721). This portion of your grade will be based upon the overall percentage of points that you earn for the assignments given during the semester – 150 points of your grade will be earned in this manner. I will still drop the lowest 20% of your work, keeping the highest 80% to compute your points out of 150. All work on My Math Lab must be completed by 1:45pm on May 24 to receive credit. There will be no exceptions!
Applied Homework/Class Work & Participation:  I will assign work for you to complete during class and outside class. Both types may be examples from my notes, exercises from your book or worksheets. You will make sure to put your name(s) at the top, include the original problem, show all work and box your answer. A final component will be individual and group “quizzes”. During these assignments, you will be given one to ten problems to complete without the use of your notes or book. These “quizzes” are meant to help you assess your actual understanding of the topics that we are covering. I will always grade individual “quizzes” as if they had been a test so that you can see my expectations when it comes test time. Don’t fear the word “quiz” in here, it is just a means of helping you to see how you are really understanding the material. The scores count the same as other assignments in this section. The highest 80% of your scores will be used for computing your final grade. It will be calculated as your earned percentage of 150 points.  Late homework will not be accepted for any reason.
Your first assignment will be a group assignment on the 1st day of class. You will be getting to know your fellow classmates and familiarizing yourself with the layout of my class. The assignment will be completed outside class by taking the handout 
to the Math and Science Resource Center, where you will get entered into their system, and have a “person in charge” sign off that you are official. This assignment is due, by Monday, February 6 regardless of your date of enrollment.
Your second assignment is a homework assignment that you will begin in class on the first day. You will complete it on your own and return it at the beginning of class on the second day (if you are a late add, you must return it by your second day of class).

Your third & fourth assignment is to fill out a set of questions about yourself and your reasons for taking this class. On the back of this information sheet, which I call an Informative Questionnaire is a contract between you and I that indicates that you have read and understand my syllabus and agree to the requirements set forth in my class. Successful completion of both sides is required for credit. It is due by Monday, February 13. This is the ONLY assignment that I will accept late. I really want this information and I am willing to accept between February 14 and March 1 for 75% credit (if it is complete).
Tests:  We will have 4 exams at approximately three-week intervals. Each will be recorded as a percentage. We will have 4 regular exams and your lowest will be dropped. Your final test grade will be an average percentage of the 400 points allotted for test points. No make-up exams will be allowed. I drop your lowest exam so this should not be an issue (if you had a valid and verifiable reason for missing 2 exams we can talk about the work-around privately; there is no excuse in the world for missing 3 exams of 4).
You may bring a 5X8 note card to each exam. The card may contain steps for doing problems, partial definitions and portions of a problem where you know you always have difficulty, but it may never contain a complete problem. Failure to comply to these specifications can result in a zero, and is considered cheating. You must staple the note card to the back of your test.

Note:  Calculators should not be used for homework and are not allowed during an exam! I believe that by having the basics well in hand you are better prepared for the next class, thus I want you to improve your basic math skills throughout this course. These are just some of the reasons that I do not allow calculators to be used on exams. I am very firm about this!


Tentative Test Schedule

Test 1

Thursday, February 16
Test 2

Thursday, March 8
Test 3

Thursday, March 29
Test 4

Thursday, April 26
Final Exam:  There will be two portions to your final exam. The first will be new material and it will be given during the Tuesday, May 22, 2012, 1:45-2:50pm of finals week. You should expect it to look just like any of the other 4 exams. The second portion will be cumulative and contain mostly multiple-choice questions. This exam will pay special attention to word problems, graphing and solving equations. It will be given during our final class meeting on Thursday, May 24, 2012, 1:45-2:50pm. The average score of your final will be worth your earned percentage of 300 points.
If you do not take a final, you WILL receive an F in the class!

For the final, I allow one 8.5X11 piece of paper with notes on both sides for the review final and the other a 5x8 note card.  The same rules apply as with the note cards that may be used for the chapter exams.

Grades:

Course Compass


       150



In Class/HW/Quiz

       150

Exams 



       400


Final Exam


       300


Total

      

 =   1000 pts
Point Totals for Letter Grades

A:  89.45%(   B: 79.45% - 89.44%   C:  69.45 - 79.44%   D:  59.45% - 69.44%   F:  59.44%(
My Class Rules
The rules of my classroom are pretty basic – Be respectful of others. This means that you should not interfere with anyone else's ability to learn. Ways in which you may interfere include talking during lecture, not participating in group activities, listening to music or texting during class (you may not have any device on your desk or connected to you in any way during class or after a warning you will be asked to leave the class for the remainder of the day; if you have a situation that may require emergency contact that needs to be discussed with me prior to class), making any kind of disruptive noise during class, coming to class late and not making an effort to be as unobtrusive as possible, wearing a hat in class, etc. CELL PHONES may not be used or out during a test and should ALWAYS be on vibrate. I will follow the policies outlined in the college catalogue in dealing with violations of the class rules.

Additional Information
I reserve the right to make changes or additions to my syllabus at any time during the semester. I will notify you via class discussion of any changes or additions.  The college catalogue overrides my syllabus at any time.

Welcome to Intermediate Algebra
Welcome to Math 13! I am excited about the coming semester! I am here to help you learn about the exciting world of math and if there is anything that you think will make your learning experience more rewarding, please let me know. To be a successful mathematician it does take practice. You should plan to spend at least 2 hours outside of class for every hour in class studying your notes (ie 10 + hours per week), reading your text, reviewing your notes and doing problems. Class participation and study groups are very important as well! We may have some class time for group study, but you should get the names and numbers of at least two fellow class members to call in case you miss a class or need to ask a quick question.  Have a great spring semester at Evergreen!

Proposed Outline of the Class
· Week 1(1/30-2/2):  Intro.  Ch. 1

· Week 2(2/6-2/9): Ch. 1

· Week 3(2/13-2/16): Ch. 1+ Test #1 

· Week 4(2/20-2/23):  Holiday + Ch. 1 & Ch. 2
· Week 5(2/27-3/1): Ch. 2 & §4.4, 5.3
· Week 6(3/5-3/8):  Ch. 3, §5.4-5.5 + Test #2

· Week 7(3/12-3/15): Ch. 3, &§4.4, §5.1-5.2
· Week 8(3/19-3/22): Ch. 4 & Ch. 5 
· Week 9(3/26-3/29): Ch. 6 & §8.2 + Test #3 
· SPRING BREAK(4/2-4/4)
· Week 10(4/9-4/12): Ch. 6

· Week 11(4/16-4/19):  Ch. 6 + Ch. 7

· Week 12(4/23-4/26): Ch. 7 + Test #4 

· Week 13(4/30-5/3):  Ch. 7 & Ch. 8
· Week 14(5/7-5/10): Ch. 8 & Ch. 9

· Week 15(5/14-5/17): Clean-UP  + Review (if possible)

· Week 16(5/21-5/24): Review, Review Final, Review, New Material Final

This outline is provided for you to have a general idea of the flow of the class. Before a week begins you should familiarize yourself with the material to be covered by reading the sections in the book and highlighting important definitions, formulas, etc. You can assume that the order listed above is the order in which the topics will be covered. Typically we will cover 2-3 sections a day, but there are times we will go more slowly or more quickly or blend sections together.
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